FRAMED KITCHEN CABINET
INSTALLATION GUIDELINES
________________
Easy to follow step-by-step
kitchen cabinet installation
guidelines

________________
TOOL AND
MATERIAL LIST


Hammer or nail gun



Screwdriver – Standard,
Phillips



2’ Level & 6’ Level



Tape measure



Pencil



Drill



Pry bar



6” C-clamps



Stud finder



3/16” Drill bit



#8 x 2 ½” wood screws



Wood shims



Long straight edge



Miter saw



Table Saw



Small finishing nails



Wax

Important—Please Read Before Going Further!
Installation of Kitchen Cabinets is NOT a Do-It-Yourself project for those without extensive experience in carpentry
finishing. If you are not a professional carpenter, please seek the help from a trained professional. This guide is
meant to be used as a supplement to carpenters who are trained and familiar with cabinetry installation
techniques, not a stand-alone guide.

STEP 5. Installation of Subsequent Wall Cabinets
Follow instructions in Step #4 to hang the next wall cabinet. Again, do not fully tighten the screws. Using
two C-clamps, align the vertical stiles of the adjoining cabinets and clamp together. Drill pilot holes at
hinge level through the stile of the second cabinet and just barely into the stile of the first cabinet. Using
#8 x 2 1/2" wood screws tighten securely (See Illustration E). Then, after making sure both cabinets are plumb
and level, shimming where necessary, tighten all screws securely to the wall. Now continue this procedure
around the room. It is important to secure all cabinets together before shimming for plumb and level.
Only then should you screw the cabinets tightly to the wall.

Illustration E

STEP 6. Installing Fillers and Valances
Fillers are needed to take up odd dimensions when cabinets are installed next to a wall. They also allow
clearance for doors and drawers to operate properly when turning a corner with a blind corner cabinet. A
filler may have to be cut to size when used to take up odd dimensions next to walls. Hold the filler in place,
turn it over and on the back side make a pencil mark at top and bottom where it should be cut. Join the
two marks with a pencil line and saw along that line. Put the filler in place and drill a pilot hole at hinge
level through the cabinet stile and into the filler. Attach filler to the adjacent cabinet by fastening together
with #8 x 2 1/2" wood screws. Valances are installed in a similar manner; however, if trimming is necessary,
you should cut from both ends equally so the valance design remains symmetrical.

Manufacturers May Vary

Hinge Adjustment Procedure
Side Adjustment

Height Adjustment

Door Gap Adjustment

Large Overlay

Small Overlay

Soft Close
Drawer Guide Adustment

Manufacturers May Vary

